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SUBJECT: KNESSET FIXES MAY 17 AS ELECTION DATE 

1 . THE KNESSET YESTERDAY APPROVED LEGISLATION SETTING TUESDAY, 

MAY 17, AS THE DATE FOR ELECTING THE NINTH KNESSET. IN 

DOING SO, IT REJECTED RESERVATIONS RAISED BY THE TORAH FRONT 
BECAUSE OF THE DATE'S PROXIMITY TO THE HOLIDAY OF SHAVUOT 
AND THE REPORTED REMINDER BY UN AMBASSADOR CHAIM 
HERZOG THAT A MAY 17 ELECTION WOULD PROBABLY LEAVE ISRAEL 
WITHOUT A NEW GOVERNMENT WHEN THE UNDOF AUTHORIZATION 
COMES UP FOR RENEWAL ON MAY 30. THE HISTADRUT OPPOSED A 
LATER DATE BECAUSE OF POSSIBLE CONFLICT WITH ITS JUNE 21 
ELECTION. THE KNESSET ACTION LOCKS IN THE PRESENT RABIN 
CABINET AS THE CARETAKER GOVERNMENT (TEL AVIV 0025). 

2. (ARGUEMENTS CONTESTING THE VALIDITY OF THE OUSTER OF THE 
NRP AND THE RESIGNATION OF THE ILP FROM THE GOVERNMENT 
ARE CURRENTLY BEING HEARD BY THE COURTS. BOTH CASES 
HINGE ON INTERPRETATIONS OF DIFFERENT SECTIONS OF 
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ISRAEL'S FUNDAMENTAL LAW AS TO WHETHER THE RESIGNATIONS 
OF THE TWO PARTIES BECAME EFFECTIVE BEFORE OR AFTER 
RABIN S RESIGNATION. IF THE RESIGNATION OF ONE OR THE 
OTHER OR BOTH COULD ONLY TAKE EFFECT AFTER RABIN S 
THEN THEY WOULD STILL BE IN THE COALITION. SINCE THE 
CABINET BECAME AN INTERIM GOVERNMENT FOLLOWING RABIN'S 
RESIGNATION AND MINISTERS CANNOT RESIGN FROM AN INTERIM 
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GOVERNMENT.) 

3. THE PRESENT KNESSET WILL CONTINUE TO FUNCTION NORMALLY 
AND WITH FULL POWERS UNTIL THE ELECTION. THE ONE EXCEPTION 
TO ITS ROUTINE: IT IS NOT EXPECTED TO RECONVENE FOLLOWING 
THE PASSOVER RECESS IN APRIL, EXCEPT FOR POSSIBLE SPECIAL 
SESSIONS. THE DEADLINE FOR PARTIES TO SUBMIT THEIR KNESSET 
LISTS IN ISRAEL'S PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTATIONAL SYSTEM IS 
35 DAYS PRIOR TO THE ELECTION. PARTIES RECEIVE FUNDS TO 
DEFRAY THEIR CAMPAIGN EXPENSES (TWO-THIRDS BEFORE THE 
ELECTION AND ONE-THIRD AFTER) BASED ON THE NUMBER OF SEATS 
THEY HELD IN THE OLD KNESSET. THE MINIMUM VOTE A PARTY 
REQUIRES TO GAIN REPRESENTATION IN THE KNESSET IS ONE 
PERCENT OF THE TOTAL. 
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